[The serum concentration of transforming growth factor beta1, interleukin 12 and interleukin 5 in children with chronic hepatitis B].
The aim of the study was to evaluate the serum TGF-beta 1, IL-12 and IL-5 concentration in children with chronic hepatitis (ChH) B. The study included 62 children with histopathologically diagnosed chh B. The stage of fibrosis and inflammation grade were assessed according to Batts and Ludwig and Ishak et al. The control group consisted of 9 children without clinical signs of infectious and chronic diseases. Serum TGF-beta 1 concentration was significantly elevated in patients with chronic hepatitis B (p = 0.0077) as compared to controls; there were no significant differences in serum concentrations of IL-12 and IL-5 between the examined groups of children. There was also no correlation between serum concentration of the studied cytokines and the degree of fibrosis, inflammation, activity of GPT, GOT, ALP, GGTP and concentrations of bilirubin, proteins or immunoglobulins (G, A, M).